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of courage and devotion not at all unusual among these brave simple jungle people I have in my possession a tiger's skin which has no mark on it, except a cut on its hind quarters I had placed a young Assistant Commissioner on special duty after several man-eaters in the State of Kawardha m the cold weather of 1889-90 These man-eaters were holding the ghats (passes) between the plains of Chhattisgarh and the hill country of Mandla, and absolutely stopped the traffic which was carried by pack bullocks I was engaged in inspecting Settlement work in the State I fell in with my young friend one day as he was preparing to beat for one of the man-eaters. We had just organised the beat and placed our " stops " * in certain trees, near which we had taken up our position
As we were about to send orders to the distant beaters to begin operations, a woman came running to us, and cried out that her son, a grown lad, had been earned off by the tiger from the village hard by. We at once set off for the spot, taking with us the few men whom we had retained as " stops " We found that the tiger had just carried off the lad into a narrow stup of jungle, which formed a sort of spur to the main forest As we got near this strip, we met the lad's father returning with his boy's body The poor lad had his skull smashed, and was quite dead; but the brave old Gond had attacked the tiger with his little axe, and had inflicted so severe a wound on his hmd quarters that the brute had dropped his prey and turned on the man. The latter had stepped up fearlessly towards him, and the brute had turned away and slipped into the strip of jungle.
We sent our small body of men round the fields to the far end of this strip, and we told them that when they got there they were to stand and shout, and make as much noise as they could without entering the jungle. Meanwhile we each got astride the branch of a tree. These two trees were at a little
distance from one another, and commanded practically the
*
* " Stops" aie men placed in trees near the guns to tap on tjie branches and turn the tiger towards the guns, if he tries to pass out of the line